violated during peace. But this balance of power was to be main-
tained above all in time of peace, and might not be disturbed by any
peaceful negotiations whatever, especially if these were calculated to
manifest themselves in either advantageous or prejudicial form in the
event of war.

PROF. REINHARD FRANK.    1915.    Bibl. VIII, D. 54.

SUSPICION in neutral countries can no longer frighten us. For two
years of war have shown what neutrality is worth. It is a matter of
indifference to us what they think about us in neutral countries.

GEORG BERNHARD.1    1916.    Bibl. IX, 7, p. 23.

To my great regret German troops have been compelled to enter
Belgian territory. They are acting under the compulsion of unavoid-
able necessity, for French officers in disguise have already violated
Belgian neutrality by trying to reach Germany, via Belgium, in motor
cars.

Belgians! it is my most ardent desire that it may yet be possible to
avoid a struggle between two peoples which up till now have been
friends, formerly even allies. Remember the glorious days of La
Belle Alliance^ when German arms helped to found the independence
and future of your Fatherland,

Now we must have a free way. The destruction of tunnels,
bridges and railways will be considered hostile actions. Belgians!
you have to choose. The German army does not intend to fight
against you, but seeks a free path against the enemy who wishes to
attack us. That is all we desire.

Herewith I give the Belgian people an official pledge that they will
not have to suffer under the terrors of war, that we will pay ready
money for all necessaries which we may have to requisition, that our
soldiers will show themselves the best friends of a nation for which
we have the highest esteem and ardent affection. It depends upon
your prudence and your patriotism whether your land shall be spared

the horrors of war.

GENERAL VON EMMICH, Proclamation .on 4 Aug.
1914 in Belgium. Cf. Kolmsche Zeitung,
6 Aug. 1914.

1 Georg Bernhard (1875- ), journalist; editor of Vossische Zeitung; member of
Reichstag and Reich Economic Council; Chairman of Reich Association of Ger-
man Press; Professor at Berlin School of Economics; went abroad 1933, and
founded and edited Pariser Tageszettung.
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